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| NTRODUCTION

Norton Lindsey Parish Council (NLPC), in common
with ma ny other English Civil Parish Councils, has
for many years made donations to support the
maintenance of the Churchya rd of its local Parish
Church and the Clock installed on that Parish
Church.

It became clear in 2020 however that such
donations may in fac t be ultra vires U outside of
the legal competence of a Civil Parish Council to
make.

Norton Lindsey Parish Council therefore took the
view that it could no longer accept grant
applications for this type of activity in future
financial years. However, th e Council also took a
decision to carry out furthe  rresearch to
determine if this decision must be final
readdressed . To carry out this research it
established a GWor ki

or can be

ng Party
This document summarises the investigations and
researchcarried out by that GChurchy
Maintenance WorkingParty U of Norton Li n%
Parish Council over the course of 2020.

The docum ent does not make a
recommendation as to any course of action
that Norton Lindsey Parish Council should
undertake U rather it is intended to detail the
investigations and research in a tneutral U
manner.

Should ultimately a motion be brough before

theful Counci | to continue
mai ntenance activitiesdU,
Councillor to make up their own minds based

on their individual view of the relevant
arguments.

Please note that nothing in this document is
intended to provide le

gal advice - ratheritis
intended to outline relevant factors affecting
ongoing discussions
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5 Unl ess and until a defini
broughtt her e appears to be a
in the law that is open to interpretation by

. N . . Parish Councils.
1) Thereis a significant difference of opinion

between the Government, the Church of

England, and various statutory and non - 6) Inthe absence of a definitive sta  tement of

statutory bodies on whether English Civil the law, many Parish Councils (both local ~ ly

Parish Councils can provide grants that and nationally ) have continued to fund

ultimatelyw il mai ntain GChurch Pro p%nP”ﬁ“ Qu@ntenance activities  to that
Uincluding Churchyards and Church previously undertaken by NLPC , however
Clocks many other s have decided to stop

donations in this area

2) All relevant authorities do however agree
that it would be unlawful for any Civil
Parish Council to ma ke donations that
would support CGactvityiUgi ous

7) Dependent upon the views of Cou ncillors
and if the matter is readdressed, NLPC
could determine :

a. This type of donation has never a. Not to accept grant applications

been made by NLPC. tor uCh umg:ihrytae rdcarnce”u
UCl ock maintena@aceU a
per the | asdecislomifnut ed

3) For donations that support maintenance of
Churchyards and Clocks on Parish
Churches, different bodies have different
legal interpretations of t he relevant
statutes - some interpretations believe
such donations are lawful , others that they
are not, and some are unclear.

the Council ).

b. Agree to accept grant applications
forui€Chyard Maintenan
GClock maintenauntiteU a
such point that the law is clarified

a. Donations cannot be made - NALC, i. Thereisa p053|b|l|.ty that
WALC NLPC could open itself to

the possibility of a Judicial
Review finding it to be

acting Gul traifivi r es U
decided to continue

funding, but the lack of a

b. Donations can be made U Church of
England, Diocese of Coventry

c. Unclear U House of Commons definitive position of the
Library, DCMS (Department for law mean s that it is
Culture, Media & Sport ) probably unlikely , but not
guaranteed, that NLPC
d. Needs further could be found to be acting
investigation/ clarification - SLLC knowingly unlawfully (and
(though substantial activities such there are also many other
as a replacement roof would be Parish Councils who wou Id
prohibite d). also be atris k of
challenge).

4) There has not been a judicial case that has
ruled definitively and unambiguously on
the statutes in question

a. Most bodies the refore provide
GdadviceU or GviewsU rather than a
clear legal statement.
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RECAPPING THE
HISTORIC AL
SITUATION
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